April 22, 2018

4 Easter

Ann Jacobson, Sonja Kjar, Tim Stoa

Sunday, April 22
9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Christian Education
10:00 am Communion in the Chapel
10:45 am Worship — Praise Band
Wednesday, April 25
VBS Preview & Noisy Offering
6:00 pm Worship in the Chapel
6:00 pm Christian Education
Sunday, April 29
Quilt Sale
VBS Preview & Noisy Offering
9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Christian Education
10:00 am Communion in the Chapel
10:45 am Worship
Wednesday, May 2
6:00 pm Worship in the Chapel
6:00 pm Christian Education
Sunday, May 6
Communion at Both Services
Senior Recognition Sunday
New Member Sunday
9:00 am Worship
10:00 am Christian Education
10:45 am Worship
Wednesday, May 9
6:00 pm Worship in the Chapel

Welcome

We extend the hand of Christian fellowship to all who come to worship.
May our prayers and the hearing of
God’s word make our burdens lighter,
our hearts encouraged, and our souls
refreshed. Visitor information packets are available on the counter located in the Narthex. We encourage all
visitors to take one.
All are welcome for coffee and
doughnuts in Fellowship Hall between services.

(9:00 a.m.)
PRELUDE
“This Sabbath Hour”
James Southbridge
WELCOME/TEMPLE TALK/SHARING GOD’S PEACE
Deb Nagle
Red River Children’s Advocacy Center
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Bulletin — Page 4
CALL TO WORSHIP
GATHERING HYMN “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak” v. 1&2 #676 ELW
APOSTOLIC GREETING
KYRIE/HYMN OF PRAISE
p. 98-100 ELW
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Faithful Lord, you have seen your servants through every trial. Stir up even today the power of your Gospel to transform, renew and lead new believers to
your community. By the power of Jesus, Amen.
SPECIAL MUSIC

“Jesus Is Calling”
by Aaron David Miller

Senior Choir

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD
HYMN
“Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil” (sing twice)
#512 ELW
PSALM 23 (read responsively)
Bulletin — Page 4
CHILDREN’S TIME
Gospel Acclamation (sung)
p. 103 ELW
P: The Good News according to Acts, Chapter 16
C: Glory to You, O Lord
SCRIPTURE
Acts 16:25-34
The Good News of our Lord!
C: Praise to You, O Christ
SERMON
Pastor Tim Stoa
HYMN OF THE DAY
“I Love to Tell the Story”
#661 ELW
RESPONSE
APOSTLES’ CREED
OFFERING
“Resting in Jesus”
OFFERTORY
“Create in Me a Clean Heart”
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
“Our Father in Heaven …”
SENDING
BENEDICTION AND “THREE-FOLD AMEN
HYMN
“Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak” v. 3&4

Bulletin — Page 4
Ben Logan
#186 ELW
Bulletin — Page 4

#676 ELW

DISMISSAL
P. Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C. Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

“Postlude in D”

Edward Wetherill

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is a faith community that gathers to hear, teach and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Welcome to Worship! If you are a guest here, let us know.
A word about Bethlehem’s worship: We have two Sunday
worship services. The 9:00 a.m. service usually features organ accompaniment; the 10:45 service features piano accompaniment. Christian education classes for PreK through Grade
7 are held Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. and Wednesday
evenings at 6:00 p.m. throughout the school year. We also
offer a Wednesday evening worship service at 6:00 p.m. For
more information, check our website — www.blcfargo.org.
You may also call the church office, 235-6522.
The Friendship Sheet is a way for us to take note of who
worships with us each week. Please put your full name and
any other information you want us to have. Pass the Friendship Sheet down the pew and back and leave it near the aisle
so an usher can pick it up later. Thank you.
Children’s Worship Bags are available for use by your
youngster during services. They are located on the coat rack
over the stairway (directly outside of the sanctuary). At the
end of the service, put the bag on the ushers’ table at the back
of the sanctuary so it may be refilled for the next service.
Bulletin Announcements If you have information for the
Sunday bulletin, please contact the office by 4:00 p.m. on
Wednesday.
Prayer Concerns Please be sure to call the office or talk
with a pastor as to how you/your loved one are doing. We
begin each month with an updated list.
Prayers For the Community of Faith:
Members Hospitalized/Requesting On-Going Prayer: Virgil
Andersen, Darren Baumgartner, Lois Berg, Sylvia Borchert,
Gladys Brewer, Darlene Halvorson, Keri Leach, Helma
Mitchell, Diane Smith, Peg Winters, Maria Winters.
Friends/Family Members Sick or Hospitalized: Kari Anderson (niece of Jean Schossow), Jeff Brennan (son of Clayton &
Gloria Brennan), Josh Cole (father of Tori Cole), Barbara
Glover (friend of Laurie Asmus), Avis Haug (mother of Jackie Walsh), Marlene Lilleby (cousin of Darryl Riegel), Pat
Mallow (sister-in-law of Linda Skalet), Scott Maus (Son of
Jim & Vernette Maus), Kirby Nielsen (father of Drew Nielsen), Bruce Opheim, Jr. (son of Betty Opheim), James Rheault
(brother of Kathy Thompson), Jenny Seward (niece of Dawn
Seward), Myrdell Skalet (brother of Larry Skalet), Bill
Wiekamp (father of Kimberly Easter), Kortney Ziemba
(granddaughter of Darlene Halvorson).
Sympathy to Eunice & Duane Johnson on the death of
Eunice’s brother, Gene Andersen.
Bulletins have been given by E. J. & Angie Lien in honor of
their anniversary.
Bulletins have been given by the Sandsmark family in
memory of Don Sandsmark.
Communion Servers are needed for the first Sunday of
each month. If you can help in this capacity, a sign-up sheet
is located on the bulletin board outside the church office.
Quilt Sale Quilts will be displayed on Sunday, April 29. All
quilts priced as marked. Proceeds are used to purchase materials necessary to continue with the program.
Delegates Needed for the Synod Assembly to be held June
2 and 3 at the Fargo Holiday Inn. One additional delegate is
needed. Contact Pastor Tim if you are interested.

Summer Worship
Beginning Memorial Day weekend, our summer worship
schedule will be as follows: Sundays at 9:30 a.m. and
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. These times will be observed
through Labor Day.
Christian Education Registration Forms have been sent
home with students. These can be returned to your child’s
teacher. Registration is open for preschool (age 4) to 7th
grade. Cradle Roll for children who will be age 4 by July 31,
2018, will be held April 22 and 29 and May 6 at 10:00 a.m.
New Member Session & Sunday Are you looking for a
church home? A place where you can belong? Explore what
you believe? Befriend others in community or in need? If so,
Bethlehem would like to invite you to consider becoming a
formal member of our faith community. We would love to
have you join us!
Our next new member session will be Sunday, April 29, at
10:00 a.m. in the Fireside room. We will be welcoming new
members on Sunday, May 6, at both worship services with a
reception between.
If you would like to join us as a member this spring, call or
email the church office at 701-235-6522 or office@blcfargo.org to let us know. If you have questions or
would like conversation about membership, please contact
Pastor Ann by calling the office or emailing her at
prann@blcfargo.org. We look forward to hearing from you!
Jessica Thomasson, Executive Director of Lutheran Social Services, will be preaching on Sunday, April 29, to help
us learn more about our partnership. Lutheran Social Services
of North Dakota are purveyors of hope, especially for people
who thought all hope was lost. They reach out to people of all
ages, all across the state. They counsel children and families,
support over-burdened young parents, fight head-to-head with
addiction, work to maintain our elders’ dignity and independence, provide housing to people with no place to go, and offer
support to childcare providers who care for our littlest ones.
Youth
Attention: 4th Grade Students You are invited to
W.N.A. Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m. until May 2.
Wisconsin Dells This summer trip (July 23-26, 2018) is
open to BLC youth and friends who have completed 7th-12th
grades. The cost is $175 for BLC youth and $225 for friends.
See the Youth Board for more information and sign-up sheets.
Forms and a down payment of $50 are due by April 29.
Community
The Bethany Auxiliary is selling geranium plants in 4 1/2
pots for $5.25 each. They are available in four colors: red,
pink variegated, salmon and white. The geranium sale helps
raise money to provide items for Bethany residents. For every
plant purchased, $2.10 will be used to benefit the residents.
Orders must be placed by April 30. Plants may be picked up
May 16 at Bethany on 42nd and May 17 at Bethany on University. Order forms are located on the counter in the Narthex. Please indicate on the order form at which location you
will pick up your plants. Questions can be directed to Diane
Pearson at 701-478-2529 or dpearson@bethanynd.org.

April – ELCA Global Mission &
Disaster Response
Red River Children’s Advocacy Center
This month we focus on the work we can only do together as the
ELCA, which means nearly 10,000 congregations across the
United States, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands working
together to do God’s work with our hands in Christ’s name for
the life of the world.
The ELCA mission statement is: Marked with the cross of
Christ forever, we are claimed, gathered and sent for the sake of
the world. We are the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Two ways we are sent to respond with
grace and compassion are Global Mission & Disaster Response.
Walking and working together, we seek to accompany more
than 80 companion churches in other countries to participate in
God’s reconciling mission through proclamation and service.
Learn more at www.elca.org/Our-Work/Global-Church/GlobalMission
Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and
renewal to people whose lives have been disrupted by disasters
in the United States and around the world. When the dust settles
and the headlines change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance
to those in need. A portion of our congregational financial
offering each week go to support these ministries, along with
special offerings.
The Red River Children’s Advocacy Center facilitates a community response to child maltreatment through a team approach to
investigation, treatment, prosecution and prevention.
To better respond to child abuse in North Dakota and western
Minnesota, Red River Children’s Advocacy Center, or RRCAC,
was created by a multi-disciplinary group partnership of dedicated regional and local professionals. It is governed by community volunteers and agency representatives dedicated to the
RRCAC mission.
As a charitable corporation the RRCAC provides a safe and
neutral setting to coordinate critical services. Activities are supported by public and private donations, appropriations, local and
statewide grants, and in-kind contributions from agency partners, community service organizations, foundations and businesses.
Donations are not limited to money. There are many other ways
to make an impact:
1. Make a “tie” blanket for our Kids Closet. Each patient receives a blanket to cuddle with.
2. Donate small toys and art supplies to furnish our waiting
room where the children play while their guardian is speaking with investigators.
3. Give individually packaged food items to the center.
4. Donate money that will help fund services and the facility.

APRIL 22—MAY 2
SUNDAY, APRIL 22
9:00 a.m.
Worship
10:00 a.m.
Christian Education
10:00 a.m.
Cradle Roll
10:00 a.m.
Communion in the Chapel
10:45 a.m.
Worship
1:00 p.m.
God Squad @ Beans
MONDAY, APRIL 23
Pastor Tim’s Day Off
7:00 p.m.
SA
TUESDAY, APRIL 24
9:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts
7:00 p.m.
Elizabeth Circle
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25
VBS Preview & Noisy Offering
9:00 a.m.
Quilting
5:30 p.m.
Youth Choir
6:00 p.m.
Bell Choir
6:00 p.m.
Worship in the Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Christian Education
7:00 p.m.
Senior Choir
7:00 p.m.
W.N.A. (4th-7th Grades)
THURSDAY, APRIL 26
6:00 p.m.
Girl Scouts
7:00 p.m.
Mary Circle
SUNDAY, APRIL 29
Quilt Sale
VBS Preview & Noisy Offering
9:00 a.m.
Worship
10:00 a.m.
Christian Education
10:00 a.m.
Cradle Roll
10:00 a.m.
Communion in the Chapel
10:00 a.m.
New Member Session
10:45 a.m.
Worship
MONDAY, APRIL 30
Pastor Tim’s Day Off
7:00 p.m.
SA
TUESDAY, MAY 1
9:00 a.m.
Staff Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Cub Scouts
WEDNESDAY, MAY 2
9:00 a.m.
Quilting
5:30 p.m.
Youth Choir
6:00 p.m.
Bell Choir
6:00 p.m.
Worship in the Chapel
6:00 p.m.
Christian Education
7:00 p.m.
Senior Choir
7:00 p.m.
W.N.A. (4th-7th Grades)

Bethlehem Lutheran Church / 613 16th Street South / Fargo, North Dakota 58103
Office—701-235-6522 / Warm Line—701-235-6548
www.blcfargo.org

April 22, 2018 — 10:45 a.m.
GATHERING HYMN

“The Power of Your Love”

WELCOME/TEMPLE TALK/SHARING GOD’S PEACE
Deb Nagle
Red River Children’s Advocacy Center
CALL TO WORSHIP

“Jesus Is Calling”
by Aaron David Miller

Senior Choir

“Take My Life”

SCRIPTURE
SERMON
“Amazing Grace (My Chains Are Gone)”

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Pastor: We confess our sins before God and one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Pastor: Lord of life,
All:
Though you have made all things new, we still cling
to the old. Forgive us when we doubt your presence, resist your call, and lose heart in the face of
challenges. Remind us that you are bigger than
our problems, our petty concerns, and foolish preoccupations, and restore us with your allconsuming love. Amen.
Pastor: Jesus is risen indeed, and we have received the most
precious blessing life eternal in his kingdom. Neither
sin nor evil has the power to separate us from the One
who loves us, and the One who forgives us in the
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
All:
Amen.
HYMN

You prepare a table for me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord my
whole life long.

Screen

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
KYRIE/HYMN OF PRAISE
p. 213-215 ELW
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Faithful Lord, you have seen your servants through every trial. Stir up even today the power of your Gospel to
transform, renew and lead new believers to your community. By the power of Jesus, Amen.
CHILDREN’S TIME
PSALM 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside
still waters;
he restores my soul. He leads me in right paths for his
name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff — the comfort
me.

Acts 16:25-34
Pastor Tim Stoa
Screen

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING

“We Fall Down”

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
THE BENEDICTION
“I Saw the Light”

Screen

Leader: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Musicians: Linda Bartholomay, Scott Bartholomay, Alvina
Deyle, Joanna Erber, Sonja Myhre, Mike Schossow, Lexy
Steinle, Josh Vangsness

