
P.T.ôs (very) Random Thoughts 
 
Consecration Sunday: 
We will worship on November 4 believing that we have been blessed and ñall that we 
have is a gift from God.ò  We ask you to come on Sunday with your Estimate of Giving 
cards.  We will worship under the theme of Godôs Call of Stewardship.  We will cele-
brate with a free brunch in Fellowship Hall from 9:30 a.m. ï 12:30 p.m.  As we come to 
Holy Communion we will have a processional offering of our regular offering and our 
Estimate of Giving cards. 
 
Please know that the Estimate of Giving cards help us to be good stewards as we plan our 
2019 budget. 
 
Remember, we offer a Simply Giving program for your convenience.  This is an automat-
ic payment plan.  You can contact Sonja Lougheed in the office at 235-6522 and she will 
help you set this up.  We currently have 39 families using this automatic giving program. 
 
World Hunger Emphasis This Month: 
With November comes Thanksgiving.  This is a good time to remember those throughout 
our world and in our local community who suffer from hunger and malnutrition.  Please 
consider a contribution to the ELCA World Hunger program: 
 
 Go to ELCA.org 
 Find the Link ñResourceò 
 Click on World Hunger or the ELCA Good Gifts Program 
 Or ï Lutheran Disaster Relief Fund to aid in hurricane recovery 
 
If you would rather your money stay local, consider a contribution to Churches United 
for the Homeless or The New Life Center.  Both of these ministries are a part of Bethle-
hemôs local benevolence.  
 
Living a Life of Gratitude: 
We all want more than we have.  We can chalk that up to human nature.  But instead of 

concentrating on what we do not have, reflect on what we do have.  We have gifts like 

shelter, food, clothing, occupation, family and friends.  We are rich when we enjoy these 

basic human needs.  Let us celebrate Thanksgiving for the blessings we enjoy. 

±ƻƭǳƳŜ [·LLΣ LǎǎǳŜ мл bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ  нлму 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is a faith community that gathers to hear, teach and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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New Office Hours 
Beginning November 1 

 
8:00 a.m.ð4:00 p.m. 
Monday-Friday 

 



Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday, November 4 
Consecration Sunday 

Communion at Both Services 
9:00 am  Worship 
9:30 am  Brunch 
10:00  Christian Education 
10:45 am  Worship 
4:00 pm  Service of Remembrance 
 

Wednesday, November 7 
6:00 pm  Worship in the Chapel 
6:00 pm  Christian Education 
7:00 pm  Confirmation 
 

Sunday, November 11 
9:00 am  Worship 
10:00 am  Christian Education 
10:00 am  Communion in the Chapel 
10:45 am  Worship 
 

Wednesday, November 14 
6:00 pm  Worship in the Chapel 
6:00 pm  Christian Education 
7:00 pm  Confirmation 
 

Sunday, November 18 
9:00 am  Worship 
10:00 am  Worship 
10:00 am  Communion in the Chapel 
10:45 am  Worship 
 

Tuesday, November 20 
6:30 pm  Thanksgiving Worship & Meal 
 

Wednesday, November 21 
No Worship or Activities 

 

Sunday, November 25 
No Christian Education 

9:00 am  Worship 
10:00 am  Communion in the Chapel 
10:45 am  Worship 
 

Wednesday, November 28 
6:00 pm  Worship in the Chapel 
6:00 pm  Christian Education 
7:00 pm  Confirmation Servant Event 

Monthly Mission Motif  

Helping Our Families 
 

Giving Tree 
 

The holiday season is the time to remember those who are important to us.  It is a time 
of gift giving and celebration.  Many people do not have the means to buy gifts for 
their loved ones.  Our churchôs Evangelism & Fellowship Board has a Giving Tree 
with requested items so you can help make this Christmas joyous for people who 
might otherwise have nothing.  Take a tag or two and be part of the giving. 
 

The tree will be displayed November 25 and December 2 and 9.  The tags on the tree 
are color coded.  Each color represents individual families.  Remember to fill out your 
contact information on the corresponding sheet on the table.  If you are giving gifts to 
multiple members of the same family, please wrap the gifts individually.  Be sure to 
tape the tags to the gifts so they canôt fall off.  Wrap your gifts and bring them to 
church by December 16. 
 

Additional tags for Fraser, Ltd. and ELCA Good Gifts will be on the Giving Tree.  
These donations will be collected in a holiday canister at the Giving Tree table. 
 
 

Fraser, Ltd. 
Permanent Supportive Housing Project (PSH) 

 

We will be collecting gift cards for program par-
ticipants.  Gift cards to Walmart or Target will 
allow residents to purchase necessary household 
and clothing items. 
 
The Permanent Supportive Housing Project pro-
vides 21 individuals and four families housing 

(ages 18-26) who may have multiple barriers to self-sufficiency and safe shelter.  Per-
manent Supportive Housing provides basic needs as well as peace of mind and securi-
ty while allowing participants to build rental and credit history, secure or improve em-
ployment, meet educational goals, and stabilize mental and physical health needs.  The 
priority of Fraser, Ltd.ôs PSH project is focused on the most vulnerable, including 
those who are chronically homeless. 
 
 

ELCA Good Gifts 
 

The ELCAôs approach to ministry starts with listening. 
After our congregations and global companions identify 
local needs, we partner with them as they develop local 
solutions. As a long-standing, unwavering presence in 
nearly 90 countries, including the United States, we steer 
clear of ñone-size-fits-allò answers and have enormous 
respect for local context, local expertise and local inge-
nuity. 
 

We are good stewards of your resources, holding admin-
istrative costs at less than 10 percent ï among the lowest 
of other organizations doing similar work.  

 

The items in this catalog are examples of work being done in projects and programs 
supported by funds from the ELCA. Your gifts will be combined with the gifts of oth-
ers to fund areas of work related to your selection (e.g. international emergencies, 
health care, sustainable development, etc.) so that your donation has the greatest im-
pact. In order to honor your generosity and keep administrative costs low, the ELCA 
does not track individual financial gifts to specific families or locations in the United 
States or abroad. 



New in the Library: 
 

ñThe Forgotten Roadò 
by Richard Paul Evans 

 

This is the second novel in The Broken Road ð Route 66 series.  A successful busi-
nessman is supposed to have died in an airplane crash, but due to a twist of fate, he is 
ready for a second chance in life.  He embarks on a trip by walking Route 66.  Will this 
trip transform him into a happier person? 
 

ñLeft to Tellò 
by Immacul®e Ilibagiza with Steve Erwin 
Recommended by Marvel Malpert 

 

Immacul®e tells her story of the 1994 Rwandan holocaust.  She discovers God during 
this time in her life.  She was a 24-year old college student home for Easter when the 
three-month siege started that resulted in more than a million people killed.  Her family 
and friends were killed.  Her faith brought her through this terrible time.  This is a very 
powerful and spiritual story that will stay with you. 
 
 

ð Noreen Halvorson, Librarian 
 
 

 

Library Fundraiser 
Saturday, November 10 
10:00 a.m.ð2:00 p.m. 

 

Support Bethlehemôs Library!  Browse the table in the Library during the Craft & Ven-
dor Fair.  A free-will donation to the Library gets you as many books as you want. 

Soup/Sandwich/Pie Luncheon 
Bake Sale/Craft & Vendor Fair 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Churchôs annual soup, sandwich and pie luncheon will be held 
Saturday, November 10, from 11:00 a.m.ð1:00 p.m.  A bake sale and craft & vendor 
fair will be held in conjunction with this event from 10:00 a.m.ð2:00 p.m.  We are 
asking for help in making this a successful event.  There are sign-up sheets on the bulle-
tin board by the office if you would like to be a part of this fun day. 
 
Donations of baked items would be very much appreciated for the bake sale.  Cash or 
check donations will also be accepted.  Checks should be marked for the bake sale.  
They may be mailed to the church or left in the office door or the offering plate.  You 
may deliver baked items to the church on Friday, November 9, from 8:00 a.m.ð4:00 
p.m. or from 6:00-8:00 p.m. that night or on Saturday morning beginning at 8:00 a.m.  
Thank you for your help. 

Quilting 
The quilters meet each Wednesday 
from 9:00 a.m. ð Noon, Septem-
ber through May.  They meet No-
vember 7, 14 and 28. 
 

Please join them for another year 
of fun, fellowship, coffee and 
goodies.  Come even if you donôt 
sew ð we will find something else 
for you to do.  New members are 
always welcome! 
 
 

Need a Ride to Worship? 
Bethlehem makes available a taxi 
service for your assistance.  Please 
call Lucky 7 Taxi at 235-1717 by 
5:00 p.m. on Saturday to arrange 
pick-up. 
 

If you have any questions, please 
call the office. 
 
 

Trust Foundation Board 
Itôs wonderful to see the Endow-
ment Fundôs growth due to your 
envelope offering and memorial 
gifts.  A Donation Request Form 
has been created and is now availa-
ble in the church office. 
 
Please consider including Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church Endowment 
Fund in your wills, estates and 
retirement accounts.  Thank you. 
 
 

Bulletins 
If you would like to give bulletins 
in honor or memory of someone on 
a particular Sunday, there is a sign-
up calendar on the bulletin board 
by the office.  The cost is $15 for 
Sunday bulletins; $5 for childrenôs 
bulletins. 
 

Bulletin Slots Available 
Open slots are January 13, 20 and 
27.  For childrenôs bulletins open 
slots are all slots in December 2 
and 30 and January 6, 13 and 20. 



Our Circle Bible Studies meet Sep-
tember through May as follows: 
 

Elizabeth: 
Tuesday, October 16, 3:00 p.m. 
Fireside Room 
Hostess: Marvis Landburg 
Chairwoman: Joyce Schepp 
 701-412-3244 
 

Mary: 
Thursday, November 15, 7:00 p.m. 
Fireside Room 
Hostess: Carole Johnston 
Chairwoman: Barb Johnson 
 237-9878 
 

Gather Magazine 
Gather, the magazine of Women of 
the ELCA, offers a mix of articles, 
theological reflections, devotions, 
and stories of comfort and challenge 
that lift up the mission of Women of 
the ELCA:  to mobilize women to act 
boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ.  
The magazine is published 10 times 
per year.  The cost is $19.95 per year. 
 

You may subscribe online at wom-
enoftheelca.org or call 800-328-4648 
to order a subscription. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Communing the Baptized 
All who are baptized are welcome to 
participate in Holy Communion.  
Does your child show interest in re-
ceiving Communion? 
 

Even if he/she is younger than 10 
years of age, they are welcome to 
participate at the Lordôs Table.  We 
offer early Communion preparation 
for baptized persons younger than 10 
years of age and their families.  If 
you and your child are interested in 
such a conversation, please contact 
one of the pastors.  They would be 
happy to schedule a time to speak 
with you! 

Third Grade Bibles 
 

Eight third grade students received their Bibles on October 10 and 14. 
 
Not pictured:  Bailey Ackerman. 
 
 
 
Photos courtesy Sue Gomke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Above, left to right):  William Mitsche, Ethan Gulland-
Nelson, Peyton Briggeman, Abigail Hengel, 
Rhett Motschenbacher, Elise Cooper. 
 
Right:  Mya Schroeder 
 
 
 
 

 
We would like to thank Marlene Mix, RoLinda Mix, 
Carolyn Mix, Char Laney, and everyone at Bethle-
hem who helped at Darrenôs benefit September 29.  
Thank you to all who came to show your support.  
Weôd also like to thank all of you who have sent 
cards and have come to visit Darren while he was in 
the hospital and while he is at Eventide.  We canôt 
thank you enough for your continued prayers and 

support.  We are so blessed and grateful to be a part of such a wonderful congregation. 
 

ð Darren and Janet Baumgartner 
 

* * * * * * * 
 
The Darren Baumgartner Event Committee would like to thank everyone who donated 
(money, baked goods, time and talent) and everyone who ate or purchased items at this 
fundraiser event.  You made it a great success! 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Mission Support:  New Life Center 
 

Unwrapped Christmas gifts for men will be col-
lected November 4ðDecember 9.  Items 
should be new and include:  stocking caps, 
warm gloves, socks, and long underwear sizes 
large and extra large. 

 
Donations may be left in the New Life Center basket outside the church office. 



 

Bethlehemôs 
Soup & Sandwich & Pie Day 

 
Saturday, November 10, 2018 
11:00 a.m.ð1:00 p.m. 

 
Cost:  $8 ð includes soup, sandwich, pie and beverage. 
 
Baked goods will be for sale in the Chapel. 
 
 

Vendor & Craft Sale 
Hours 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 

Come explore the unique items of our vendors before or after eating your Soup, Sandwich and Baked 
Goods on November 10.  Need a gift?  A little present or necessity for yourself?  Weôve got it all!  They 
will be at your service from 10:00 a.m.ð2:00 p.m. 



 

 
Join us the Tuesday evening before Thanksgiving for a special meal and 

service in Fellowship Hall to celebrate and remember all that we have to be 
thankful for and to praise the God from whom all our blessings flow. 

 
All who come will be a part of the creation of the meal, the space, and the service.  We will be hosting a 
potluck chili supper, and all are invited into this community by bringing food, setting the table, serving 
food, and cleaning up at the end.  We ask that if you are planning on attending you sign up for one or 

more of these parts of service on the bulletin board across from the nursery, so there is a spot and 
enough for everyone at the table. 

 
We are also asking for a touch of your own home and traditions! 

Bring along your own plates from home (we will also have some available) and a favorite 
Thanksgiving decoration to decorate the tables with.  It can be sentimental or silly! 

 
The order of the evening will be: 
Gathering and Table Preparation 

Meal 
Service of Praise and Thanksgiving with Holy Communion 

*special offering will be taken to support ELCA World Hunger* 

Pie and Fellowship 
Clean-up 

 
We look forward to worshipping with you and are thankful for your part in our Bethlehem Family. 

 
Please contact the Bethlehem office or Lexy Steinle with any questions. 


