
P.T.ôs (not so very) Random Thoughts 
 

COVID Is Not Going Away: 

Whether we like it or not, we will not see a journey back to pre-COVID days.  Our wor-

ship life and programming are still going to have to deal with COVID issues into the win-

ter.  Just expect the following to happen: 
 

1. We will continue to use the color coded pews for each worship service.  This is BLC 

staffôs recommendation to maintain social distancing. 

2. We will continue to encourage mask wearing.  When winter settles in we might be 

dealing with COVID and the flu.  I really do appreciate it when I see masks being 

used when we are singing. 

3. Celebrating the Sacrament of Holy Communion will continue to be done at the end 

of worship (again, to promote social distancing). 

4. We will continue to contact trace. 
 

Nobody likes having to be so cautious.  Please be understanding.  We are called to be 

good neighbors to one another.  Thank you. 
 

Holiday Worship: 

1. Our Thanksgiving Eve Eve worship will move back to the sanctuary.  We will not do 

dinner church has we have in the past. 

2. The Worship Board will be discussing how many Christmas worship services we 

will have.  What days do we worship?  Do we register for worship and cap the ser-

vice with a certain number?  Stay tuned. 
 

New Staff: 

The Worship Board made two recent hires who join our music ministry.  Brigham 

Drevlow is our new Youth Choir Director and Will Jacobson is our new Bell Choir Di-

rector.  We look forward to their ministry with the Bethlehem faith community.  Both 

Brigham and Will are students at Concordia College. 
 

I will miss having our Consecration Sunday brunch and our Soup, Sandwich & Bake 

Sale.  But crowding 150 people into our Fellowship Hall just does not sound safe.  It is 

hard to eat and mask at the same time. 
 

Clever:  On National Bossô Day, sitting on my desk was an unopened box of Sun-Maid 

raisins.  (My most detested food items are raw carrots, broccoli and raisins.)  So I 

groaned.  But I was encouraged to open it up anyway ð only to discover it was filled 

with bite-sized Hershey candy bars.  Sneaky people work in this church. 

±ƻƭǳƳŜ [·±Σ LǎǎǳŜ т bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нлнм 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is a faith community that gathers to hear, teach and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Inside This Issue 

Take a Few Minutes 2 

Library 3 

Reverse Advent Calendar 3 

Fundraisers 4 

From the Church Records 5 

Youth News 6 

November Calendar 7 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Worship Schedule ð Page 2 

 
 
 
 

Office Hours 
8:00 a.m.ð4:00 p.m. 
Monday-Friday 

 
 

Office Closed 
Thursday, November 24 
Friday, November 25 



Worship Schedule 
 

Wednesday, November 3 
6:00 pm  Worship 
6:45 pm  Christian Education 
7:00 pm  Confirmation 
 

Sunday, November 7 
Communion at Both Services 

9:00 am  Worship 
10:30 am  Worship 
 

Wednesday, November 10 
6:00 pm  Worship 
6:45 pm  Christian Education 
7:00 pm  Confirmation 
 

Sunday, November 14 
9:00 am  Worship 
10:30 am  Worship 
 

Wednesday, November 17 
6:00 pm  Worship 
6:45 pm  Christian Education 
7:00 pm  Confirmation 
 

Sunday, November 21 
9:00 am  Worship 
10:30 am  Worship 
 

Tuesday, November 23 
7:00 pm  Thanksgiving Worship 
 

Wednesday, November 24 
No Worship or Activities 

 

Sunday, November 28 
9:00 am  Worship 
10:30 am  Worship 
 
 
Communion will be celebrated as part of 
worship the first Sunday of each month and 
available in the Sanctuary following each 
worship service the second Sunday and on. 

 
 
ñGive thanks to the Lord, for he is good, his love endures forever.ò  1 Chronicles 
6:34 
 
This year is the beginning of a number of holiday firsts for my family.  Being a fami-
ly of five, with three children at 31, 27, and 24 (who are not married and donôt have 
kids) means that we have had many years where Thanksgiving and Christmas have 
been easy gatherings.  We know the traditions weôve had since we were kids, we 
know when to be home, and weôve all lived relatively close enough that even the 
snow storms havenôt kept us away.  Last year, COVID meant that these gatherings 
happened over Zoom, at least for me, but we were okay with it because, in our minds, 
it was a one-time thing.  But this year begins our ñnew normal.ò  I will not be able to 
be home on Christmas Eve and Day because of worship services, and my youngest 
brother began his new job as a pilot living in Boise, Idaho, and is low enough in sen-
iority that he knows holidays will be difficult to get off.  In the midst of our planning, 
we realized that the old way of the holidays was done, and we would have to create 
some new traditions for holidays to come.  This year, that means that we celebrate the 
gift that my brother and I can both be home for Thanksgiving, and so we will cele-
brate both holidays then so that we can all be together. 
 
I know my family is not the first to come to this milestone, and maybe your family is 
having to have these same negotiations this year.  We know things will not last forev-
er, that traditions will change, people will need to be shared, loved ones have been 
lost, and it can be hard when we are faced with it for the first time.  We give thanks 
for the time we get together, but that thanks can be bittersweet, reflecting on days 
now gone by.  But take heart, dear beloveds. While families, traditions, and holidays 
may change, let us also give thanks to God, who is steadfast.  God is good, all the 
time.  God has and will always love you, with an everlasting love that wraps us in a 
warm embrace, especially when life is difficult.  So give thanks to the Lord, for the 
passing of the seasons, and Godôs everlasting presence with us through it all.  Amen. 



Quilting 
The quilters meet each Wednesday 
from 9:00 a.m.ðNoon, September 
through May. 
 
Please join them for another year 
of fun, fellowship, coffee and 
goodies.  Come even if you donôt 
sew ð we will find something else 
for you to do.  New members are 
always welcome! 
 
 

Need a Ride to Worship? 
Bethlehem makes available a taxi 
service for your assistance.  Please 
call Lucky 7 Taxi at 235-1717 by 
5:00 p.m. on Saturday to arrange 
pick-up. 
 

If you have any questions, please 
call the office. 
 
 

Trust Foundation Board 
Itôs wonderful to see the Endow-
ment Fundôs growth due to your 
envelope offering and memorial 
gifts.  A Donation Request Form 
has been created and is now availa-
ble in the church office. 
 
Please consider including Bethle-
hem Lutheran Church Endowment 
Fund in your wills, estates and 
retirement accounts.  Thank you. 
 
 

Communing the Baptized 
All who are baptized are welcome 
to participate in Holy Communion.  
Does your child show interest in 
receiving Communion? 
 

Even if he/she is younger than 10 
years of age, they are welcome to 
participate at the Lordôs Table.  
We offer early Communion prepa-
ration for baptized persons young-
er than 10 years of age and their 
families.  If you and your child are 
interested in such a conversation, 
please contact one of the pastors.  
They would be happy to schedule a 
time to speak with you! 
 

New in the Library: 
 

ñThe Noel Letterò 
by Richard Paul Evans 

 

After twenty years, a woman returns to her childhood home to see her estranged fa-
ther.  He passes away the day before she arrives.  She inherits a book store, is recently 
divorced, and has lost her job as an editor at a major publishing house.  She begins to 
receive letters containing thoughts and lessons about her life and her future.  She 
learns the reality of her painful childhood and the truth about her family.  Will the 
letters lead to a Christmas of healing miracles, hope and forgiveness? 
 

ñOne Bright Christmasò 
by Katherine Spencer 

 

This is a story about three women of Cape Light.  Once woman is a successful New 
York attorney who returns to her hometown for the holidays after a career setback and 
a relationship break up.  She freelances for a local firm in a case that involves a wid-
ower and his daughter.  She finds the widower very difficult to deal with.  Another 
woman harbors a secret from her past about a movie actor who came to Cape Light to 
do a movie.  The third woman is determined to place a stray dog in a ñsuitableò home 
despite her husbandôs devotion to the dog.  Will Christmas shine extra bright for these 
three women and open their hearts to forgiveness and love? 
 
 

ð Noreen Halvorson, Librarian 
 
 
 
 

Reverse Advent Calendar 
 

Each day add an item to a box.  On Christmas Eve donate the contents to a food bank. 
 

December 1 box of cereal 
December 2 peanut butter 
December 3 stuffing mix 
December 4 boxed potatoes 
December 5 mac and cheese 
December 6 canned fruit 
December 7 canned tomatoes 
December 8 canned tuna 
December 9 dessert mix 
December 10 jar of applesauce 
December 11 canned sweet potatoes 
December 12 cranberry sauce 
December 13 canned beans 
December 14 box of crackers 
December 15 package of rice 
December 16 package of oatmeal 
December 17 package of pasta 
December 18 spaghetti sauce 
December 19 chicken noodle soup 
December 20 tomato soup 
December 21 can corn 
December 22 can mixed vegetables 
December 23 can carrots 
December 24 can green beans 

 
You may also drop your box off at the church office, and we will contact the food 
bank for pick up. 



Our Circle Bible Study meets Sep-
tember through May as follows: 
 

Elizabeth:  
Tuesday, November 16, 3:00 p.m. 
Fireside Room 
Chairwoman: Joyce Schepp 
 701-412-3244 
 
 

Gather Magazine 
Gather, the magazine of Women 
of the ELCA, offers a mix of arti-
cles, theological reflections, devo-
tions, and stories of comfort and 
challenge that lift up the mission 
of Women of the ELCA:  to mobi-
lize women to act boldly on their 
faith in Jesus Christ.  The maga-
zine is published 10 times per 
year.  The cost is $19.95 per year. 
 

You may subscribe online at 
womenoftheelca.org or call 1-844-
409-0576 to order a subscription. 
 

 

Soup, Sandwich & Bake Sale 
Vendor Fair 

 

Due to COVID, the 2021 Soup, Sandwich & Bake Sale and Vendor Fair has been can-
celled.  This November event is the major fundraiser for the BLCW (Bethlehem Lu-
theran Church Women).  Some of this yearôs proceeds will go to Bethlehemôs kitchen 
update fund (cabinets and counters).  The BLCW annually donates funds to many local 
nonprofits: 
 

Rape & Abuse Crisis Center 
Ronald McDonald House 

Hospice of the Red River Valley 
Salvation Army 

Dorothy Day Food Pantry 
Churches United for the Homeless 

New Life Center 
ShareHouse 
YWCA 

 
Donations are made on Giving Hearts Day, so their contribution is doubled. 
 
Donations are also made to Bethlehemôs youth ministry, emergency fund, and endow-
ment fund. 
 
Because we are unable to hold this event in 2021, we are asking for donations to be 
sent to the church or placed in the offering plate marked for the Soup & Sandwich 
Fundraiser. 
 
Questions can be directed to Joyce Schepp, Barb Johnson, or Noreen Halvorson. 
 
Thank you to everyone who has donated to this fundraiser.  To date we have raised 
$4,200. 
 
 
 
 

Quilt Sale 
Sunday, November 14 

 

Quilts will be displayed on tables in the Narthex.  A variety of sizes and patterns will 
be available. 
 

Library Book Sale 
Sunday, November 14 

 

Tables will be set up in the Narthex.  A free-will offering allows you to choose as many 
books as you like. 

Fundraisers  



 
(As of 9/30/21) 
 

 Sweep (Operating Loan) Balance $30,641.81 

Memorials Received 
Thank you to everyone who gave me-
morials to Bethlehem. 
 

Choir 
  In honor or Brayden Mooreôs bap-
tism, given by Phil Larson. 
  In memory of Bob Dregseth, given 
by Karen Johnson. 
  In memory of Chuck Rustvold, given 
by Karen Johnson. 
 

Debt Reduction 
  In memory of Chuck Rustvold, given 
by Edna Hansegard & family. 
 

Endowment 
  In memory of Norma Moberg, given 
by Barb Johnson. 
  In memory of Chuck Rustvold, given 
by Dennis & Helga Schuschke, Barb 
Johnson. 
  In memory of Solveig Edwardson, 
given by Gary & Joyce Schepp, Barb 
Johnson. 
 

Hearing Equipment 
  In memory of Leonard Otterson, 
given by Pastor Tim & Janice Stoa. 
 

Kitchen Update 
  In memory of Chuck Rustvold, given 
by Judy Coughlin, Dave & Carole 
Johnston, Barb Danielson, Jim Ander-
sen. 
  In memory of Solveig Edwardson, 
given by Pastor Tim & Janice Stoa. 
  In memory of Art Kolrud, given by 
Rosie Kolrud, Linda Dettmann. 
  In memory of Doris Anderson, given 
by Linda Dettmann. 
 

Library 
  In memory of Norma Moberg, given 
by Hank & Noreen Halvorson. 
  In memory of Chuck Rustvold, given 
by Hank & Noreen Halvorson. 
  In honor of Phil Larsonôs 90th birth-
day, given by Hank & Noreen Halvor-
son. 
  In memory of Solveig Edwardson, 
given by Cal & Eloise Haglund. 
 

Parking Lot 
  In memory of Chuck Rustvold, given 
by Erv & Jean Beilke. 
 

Roof 
  In memory of Chuck Rustvold, given 
by Roger & Joyce Dissmore. 
 

* * * * * * * 
 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is grateful 
for your consideration of a memorial 
gift for your loved one.  The list of me-
morial needs has been established to 
guide families in their options and inter-
ests.  It is also based on priority needs of 
the congregation.  Although our prefer-
ence is to accept memorials for these 
established funds, you may contact the 
Property or Worship Boards if you wish 
your memorial to be considered for an-
other purpose.  Thank you for this op-
portunity to honor your loved one. 
 

Memorial Needs 
 

1. Debt Reduction 
2. Emergency Fund 
3. Endowment Fund 
4. General Fund 
5. Kitchen Update 
6. Library 
7. Organ Fund 
8. Parking Lot Fund 
9. Roof Fund 
10. Shrubbery 

Burials 
10/25/21 ð Solveig Evangeline 
                            Edwardson 
 

Marriages 
10/8/21 ð Carly Danielle DesSaint & 
                    Jacob Bradley Mueller 
 

10/23/21 ð Samantha Ann Shepler & 
                     Tyler Jeffrey Nyland 
 

Transfers Out 
Joseph, Casidy, Olivia & Brady Heil-
man to Hope Lutheran Church, Fargo. 
 

* * * * * * * 
 



 
Announcements:  

 
God Squad has moved to  

Wednesday nights  
after Confirmation.  

 
The next meeting is  

November 10  
7:45 -8:30  

 

             

SNAP 

(Formerly known as W.N.A.) 

We will meet twice in November ñ 

November 7 from 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

November 21 from 4:00-5:00 p.m. ñ Holiday 

Party! 
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